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Dr Neil Gostling is a former Beths student, who is now an Associate
Professor at the University of Southampton where he lectures in
Evolution and Palaeobiology.  

Friday 12th July 
2024

On 21 June he spoke with our Year 12 Biology students and their
reflections are below: 

Dr Neil Gostling, a lecturer in evolution and paleobiology and former
Beths student, gave a captivating presentation to our A-level biology
class about his research at University of Southampton. This gave us an
inside view of what its like to be a university biology student and the
many pathways that can be taken in relation to this subject, such as
biomedicine, microbiology and neuroscience. His talk linked closely to
the content in topic 4 of our A-level course, including how organisms
face certain selection pressures e.g. climate change and this forces
them to evolve, as well as ways in which dinosaurs were adapted to
their environment. One group of dinosaurs in particular, spinorsaurids,
hunted prey in water so developed nostrils that were higher in order to
breathe during this process. There is also debate over whether they are
fully aquatic, reflecting how some research conflicts others. At the end
of the presentation he took many questions from students and was
open to sharing more about his background and impressive education, 
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as well as his former ambitions of studying medicine. Overall, he was
extremely friendly and equipped us with extremely valuable knowledge
that can be transferred towards our understanding of certain aspects of
biology, as well as choosing the university course best suited for us. -
Keira 12E1

On Friday 21st  June Dr Neil J. Gostling, an ex-Beths student, gave a talk
to our class on life as an academic in the biological field and his
research in Palaeobiology. He is currently an Associate Professor at
University of Southampton specialising in Evolutionary Biology,
Palaeobiology and Molecular Biology. The talk linked concepts in class
which we have recently been studying such as speciation (the
formation of new and distinct species through evolution) with his own
research on Spinosaurus dinosaurs. Through detailed analysis he
explained how different members of the Spinosaurus family can be
identified and in even some cases named new for science discoveries.
One identifying feature was the specimens teeth, as Theropod teeth
differ in their ratios of base length to crown height, in their degree of
curvature, their surface texture, in the distribution, shape, proportional
size and spacing of their serrations and many other characteristics. This
allowed for himself and fellow researchers to produce a projected
family tree of different specimens he has worked on. Overall, the talk
was very inspiring as it gave me and class insight into implementation
of concepts into a more specialised fields and what it is like to pursue a
career in zoology. - 
By Daniel, Year 12  
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Adam Graham – a Career in Medicine 

CAREERS DEPARTMENT

Our Sixth Form students recently
had an incredible opportunity to
engage with a practicing doctor,
Adam Graham. The session
offered students a first-hand look
into the medical world, the daily
routines of a doctor, and the
rigorous and rewarding journey
of studying medicine at
university.

Adam Graham is a medical doctor based at Guy’s and St Thomas’ in
London with an interest in hospital medicine and integrated
community care models. He is also involved with undergraduate and
post graduate medical education and was a Clinical Teaching Fellow of
Physiology at Barts and the London Hospitals.  

Bromley Healthcare are
developing a new official public
health website for 11-19 year olds in
Bexley and Bromley. The website
is being made with, for and by
young people. Some of our
students have already worked on
the design of the website, and
some of our aspiring medics
worked on the content, identifying 

key health topics, discussing effective communication strategies,
ensuring fact-checking of health topics and creating their own article,
blog, interview or factsheet about a specific topic.  
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YEAR 8 SPANISH LESSON

During their last Spanish lesson this year, our Year 8 class completed
an escape room. The competition was electric and the students
worked so hard to help Ana & Juan to get out of the cellar. Congrats to
the winning team- Levi, Daniel, Lateef and Michael! It was a great
culmination of all of their hard work in their 2nd language this year. 
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YEAR 8 CAMP - WEEK 1

Our Year 8 Camp Week 1 students had a wonderful time at the New
Forest this week. The week was filled with a range of exciting activities
including team building, cycling, map reading, kayaking, and much
more! More photos to follow next week as our Week 2 students are up
next!
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AI AND ASSESMENTS
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SCHOOL MENU
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KEEPING YOUR CHILD
 SAFE ONLINE
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BETHS GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 

HARTFORD ROAD

BEXLEY

KENT

DA5 1NE

Email Address: admin@beths.bexley.sch.uk

Email Address (to be used for items/concerns of a more
'sensitive' nature):  HeadsPA@beths.bexley.sch.uk  

Telephone Number: 01322 556538
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