
Dear Parents, Carers,

The end of term is now here, and we certainly crammed
a lot into this six week term!

Just to recap on some of the highlights since February,
we have had sporting achievements with our Years 7
and 8 teams winning the Kent Area Basketball cup, our
other Years 9, 12 and 13 made it to the finals and each
came second. Such an achievement to all reach the
finals, my congratulations to the teams and their
coaches.




BETHS VIP



M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  
 H E A D T E A C H E R

Friday 31st March
2023

In Football the 1st XI’s and 2nd XI Sixth Form football teams won the Kent
League and Kent Schools Cup, and in Rugby our U14 Rugby team are the
Kent Schools RFU Shield Winners and U14 East Kent Schools Plate
Winners!.  Our PE department have certainly been busy this term and
ended the term on a high with Year 8 going on a Rugby tour of Wales!
More about their trip can be found in this VIP.

Also, this month, we held our School Productions of The Dumb Waiter and
DNA and our talented musicians held two Spring concerts just before the
end of term. Brilliant performances by our students, I hope you managed
to see for yourselves.



We hosted the University Challenge Grammar Schools competition and
unfortunately couldn’t replicate last year's resounding victory but still put in
a creditable performance of 3rd place. 

We have also hosted this month, a Mental Health Ambassadors meeting
and LGBTQ+ Think Tank, both linking up with other local secondary schools
in the borough to discuss challenges faced by young people.

Science week was full of activities for students to participate in.Our STEM
club completed an 8 week survival on a desert island course, where they
learnt to make water wheels and dissect a fish!

Next term we will have the Onatti Theatre Production in school for giving
our MFL students in Years 8-10 a play in the respective language they are
studying (French, German or Spanish). Our Years 11 and 13 students will
commence their GCSE and A Level examinations w/c 15th May, I will be in
touch with parents in these year groups after the Easter break regarding
study leave. 

There will be an email sent home regarding our revised Behaviour policy
and Mobile Phone policy, please make yourself familiar with them and a
copy will be placed on the school website.

An updated regarding our new Sixth Form building plan:



I’m pleased to be able to end the Spring Term with some very positive news
about the provision and facilities that we offer here at Beths, over the
coming years. It is with great excitement that I can confirm that our
Condition Improvement Fund bid has been fully approved by the
Department for Education.

This is something we have worked extremely hard on for many years to
achieve, and we are really pleased to be progressing with this opportunity
which will bring great benefits to students, staff and the wider community
alike.






I can confirm that the funding will be put towards the creation of a new
and dedicated sixth form centre. This will not only help to bolster the
teaching and learning environments that our sixth form students can
benefit from, but it will also create more space and opportunities for
students in Years 7-11 in our main building. 

We will be meeting with the contractor during the Easter break to confirm
the final design, and we plan to build a state-of-the-art, three-storey centre
which will provide 14 new classrooms that are purposely designed to
encourage collaborative, personalised learning and studying opportunities.
There will be an open-plan ground-floor common room, and numerous
light and inspiring study areas to support independent and group learning,
as well as movable walls so that the space can be adapted depending on
requirements.

We also plan to include a small coffee shop area to the ground floor, so that
students can choose to stay on site during lunch periods, and the whole
centre will of course be accessible for wheelchairs with lifts throughout.

Preparation works will commence during the summer term, to enable the
building work on the project to start in the summer holidays, with the
planned completion date of June 2024, meaning students currently
undertaking studies in KS3 and KS4 will benefit from the provision once
opened. We also hope this provides additional motivation and excitement
for those students looking forward to carrying on their post-16 studies at
Beths.

To make way for the development of the site, we will be demolishing the
old learning and research centre which we feel is no longer fit for purpose.
The temporary accommodation currently providing sixth from study and
common room areas, will remain on site for the duration of the build. 
 



We are confident that any noise disruption will be minimised and avoided
throughout the project, as any contractors will access a different entrance
to the school site, and  as part of the preparation works, we will be
building a compound around the building area so that it is separate to the
areas students regularly frequent. 

The Department has contributed a large proportion of the funding, but to
ensure that the project meets our high ambitions for a large-scale
development, we are also required as a school to contribute funding. If
you are aware of any sponsorship and fundraising opportunities where
support for this could be provided, please do let us know.

We look forward to keeping you updated on the progress with the
development, and hope to be in a position to share some sketch images
with you before too long. If you have any questions or would like to
discuss further, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Thanks as always for your ongoing support.

Yours sincerely,



Richard Blyghton,



Headteacher, Beths Grammar School 



@BethsGrammar Beths Grammar School @BethsGS

INTEGRATION BEE 2023

Well done to Elia for winning the Beths Grammar School inaugural
Integration Bee 2023! Organised by Year 13 Further Maths students,
contestants went head-to-head solving A Level integration questions,
attempting to eliminate their opponent by solving each integral as
quick as possible.
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As a Muslim, I participate in Ramadan because it is one of the five
pillars of Islam, which are the basic acts of worship that every Muslim
must perform. Ramadan allows me to build a stronger relationship
with Allah SWT through self-discipline and worship. I mainly do this by
going to the mosque for Taraweeh (night prayer after breaking the
fast) every day and practicing Quran recitation in the morning and
evening, which helps me learn how to control my physical desires and
focus on my spiritual needs through fasting. Additionally,
it gives me a lot more structure throughout my day allowing me to be
organised in my day to day activities. Ramadan is also a time for
increased acts of charity and kindness towards the less fortunate
during the month of Ramadan. One final thing I also enjoy about
Ramadan is that it creates a sense of community with other Muslims
who you are fasting with. 

-Written by Ayman Year 13



Beths Multicultural Society also made a short video about what
Ramadan means to them. The video can be found by following this
link https://youtube.com/shorts/aEUqcupffMc






RAMADAN MUBARAK
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DRAMA THEATRE TRIP

Students from Year 12 and 13 Drama went to see one of their set texts,
Accidental Death of an Anarchist written by Dario Fo and Franca Rame
in a new adaptation by Tom Basden at the Lyric in Hammersmith. The
show stars Daniel Rigby, who was flawless as the Maniac, bringing the
story up to date with current hot topics and performing on a stage
layout our students had not seen before. A brilliant time was had by
students and staff. 
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CHINESE CLUB

On Monday lunchtime in Chinese club, me and some of my friends
painted Chinese opera masks; it was very exciting. We learnt about the
history of the mask, and we also learnt about what the different colors
mean in the culture. I really enjoyed it because we got to choose how
we wanted to customize our masks. Very good experience.
 
--Oluwanifemi 9A
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On Thursday 23rd March we held the annual Bexley Borough
Grammar Schools' University Challenge 2023, attended by Bexley
Grammar, Chis and Sid and Townley. It was an intense yet fun
competition and a wonderful time was had by all. We look forward to
next year where we can hopefully regain our title! 

The results were the following:
1st - Bexley Grammar
2nd - Chis and Sid 
3rd - Beths
4th - Townley

BEXLEY BOROUGH GRAMMAR SCHOOLS'
UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE 2023
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Thursday 16th March - Year 8 A Team Football v Bexley Grammar :
North Kent Cup Won 2-0 Beths start off quick straight away putting
pressure on the Bexley grammar players. After gaining possession, we
start playing our football, trying to find a gap through the Bexley side.
We had many break throughs, but their defence was very solid. Near
the slight end of the second half, Jayden collects the ball from a clear
and plays an absolute wonder ball to Tobenna who slots it
comfortably in the bottom left corner. The Beths midfield and defence
were really performing in their positions. The 2nd half came and Beths
do not slow down. Bexley grammar put some pressure on us by
putting a few balls over, but our midfield and defence held tight. Now,
with around 7 minutes left, Tobenna once again scores with help from
our wingers. We then managed to hold them off and finish the game.
Great game lads. -Written by Lucas 8W

SPORTS NEWSLETTER

U14 7’s Tournament at Canterbury:
At first we played well however our main
flaw was that we refused to run straight
in our first two matches causing us a loss
to Dane Court. In that match we made a
few mistakes that cost us a game we
could have won. We charged through the
rest of our matches without losing a
single one. We ended up in the plate
finals which we won. In the end we won
the plate and left with an experience to
learn from. 

March edition of the sports newsletter is now avaliable to be view online
by following this link https://www.beths.bexley.sch.uk/page/?
title=Sports+newsletter&pid=393 . This months edition includes reports
from Kent Basketball Finals, Kent Football Semi Finals, Rugby
Tournaments and much much more!
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On Wednesday 29 Mar, 12 of our Y10 MEP students attended The MEP
Journey to the East Conference at the ICC in Birmingham. Over 1,500
students from the UK’s 79 MEP schools were present. It was an
incredible day out.

We were welcomed with music performances by an Anglo-Sino duet
followed by a video call from The Rt. Hon. Nick Gibb from Whitehall.
The day continued with talks from: academics on history, politics, and
the environment in China; university students and employees about
how they use their Chinese (including a member of the intelligence
services whose privacy we had to respect by turning off our mobile
phones!); and professionals on music, animation, and internet
literature. We broke in the middle of the day for a delicious Chinese
meal and cultural activities in the main auditorium.

The day wrapped up with the results of the MEP Song Writing
competition followed by a performance by the Anglo Chinese Song
Singing Band – Transition. While a Y10 entrant from another school
secured first place in the competition, 5 other entrants were given 

MEP “JOURNEY TO THE EAST” (A VOYAGE
OF DISCOVERY) CONFERENCE




notable mentions for their song
writing skills. Beths’
“Multinational Misfits”
(comprising Zedaine C, Daron
M, Femi A, Chidozie C and
Samuel F) were included in this
line up. Well done – you did
yourselves and the school
proud! We just need you to
perform it for us now at one of
your Y10 assemblies!!
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We were a bit delayed on the way back due to the weather (sorry
parents/carers!), but all made it back in once piece having enjoyed a
somewhat less culturally related takeaway on the way home
(although the students did have to change the language on the
machine and order in Chinese!)

A big thank you to Ms Bridge and Ms Liu for joining us on the trip and
for all your help on the day!

Looking forward to next year’s event! 

Student feedback
Today we went on a trip to the ICC in Birmingham, where an MEP
conference was held. It was very interesting because we were able to
learn about different parts of Chinese culture which made up the
country. I really enjoyed doing calligraphy during lunch time and was
able to learn how to do it well. Overall, it was a very fun experience,
and I could see that everyone else thought that as well. Xie Xie Lao shi
for the experience! - Adriel, 10W

MEP “JOURNEY TO THE EAST” (A VOYAGE
OF DISCOVERY) CONFERENCE
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I really enjoyed this experience at the ICC in Birmingham, it made me
really grateful to be a part of the Mandarin Excellence Programme. I
enjoyed all the performances; a lot of work was clearly put into them.
My favourite part of the day were the art and animation talks. 这非常有
趣！- Femi, 10C

On 29th March 2023, we went on an MEP trip to the ICC in
Birmingham for a conference for all schools doing the MEP course. It
was very exciting exploring aspects of Chinese culture, such as music
and internet fiction. My favourite part of the day was playing the
traditional Chinese drums, it was very fun!- Victor 10H

Today we went on a HSK trip to the ICC in Birmingham for a MEP
conference for all schools. It was extremely fun and interesting
exploring the Chinese culture. My favourite part of the day was the
song 对不起 by The Transition, and it was clear the crowd loved it too!
今天非常好玩儿！Xie xie for this experience.. - Daron 10A

We were invited to an MEP experience trip to Birmingham. The trip
was incredibly entertaining and highly interesting. The best part for
me was the listening to 对不起 by the band Transition. 今天很有趣，我们
玩得很开心.- Zedaine 10W

MEP “JOURNEY TO THE EAST” (A VOYAGE
OF DISCOVERY) CONFERENCE
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I really enjoyed my time today at the ICC in Birmingham. The MEP
Conference was great, and we met some interesting people, namely
Kerry Brown and the band Transition where we listened to interesting
speeches and mandarin songs! - Samir 10C

The ICC Birmingham MEP conference was great. The talks were filled
with interesting experiences and Chinese culture. The band Transition
was brilliant, and I loved all the songs. The overall atmosphere in the
place was really great too! - Fraser 10A

We went to the ICC for an MEP trip. There were multiple engaging
activities that we had the chance to take part in. Overall, it was a fun
experience that everyone enjoyed. - Chidozie 10C

Today we went on a trip to the ICC in Birmingham for a MEP
conference for all schools. It was interesting listening to the stories of
the relations between Britain and China, such as the Opium War. I had
a cracking time, and it was worth waking up bright and early at 5am.
My favourite part of the day was the stories about animation and
internet fiction - they were certainly... unique and especially
interesting. 谢谢! - James 10C

MEP “JOURNEY TO THE EAST” (A VOYAGE
OF DISCOVERY) CONFERENCE
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On 29th March 2023, we went to a MEP trip to the ICC in Birmingham.
It was extremely fascinating, and we had an amazing experience. 谢谢!
- Samuel 10B

We went to the ICC Birmingham conference, and it was absolutely
amazing, we got to experience amazing Chinese culture, eat some
great food and watch some fantastic shows, my favourite part has to
be when we were watching the band play, the atmosphere was
unbelievable!! - Jeremiah 10H

The trip was incredible, the speeches were incredibly interesting, and
the music blew my mind. I still question how it was played! It surprised
me a lot especially how different Chinese culture is to English culture
overall I enjoyed it a lot. - Ryan 10W

MEP “JOURNEY TO THE EAST” (A VOYAGE
OF DISCOVERY) CONFERENCE
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LGBTQ+ THINK TANK- 
WEDNESDAY 29TH MARCH


On Wednesday, 29th March, Beths once again hosted the Bexley
Borough LGBTQ+ Think Tank. Several different secondary schools in
Bexley came together to discuss the successes and challenges that
LGBTQ+ students are facing at school, share plans and ideas, network
and socialise. We were also lucky to be visited by two Substance
Misuse nurses from Bexley Young People's Drugs and Alcohol services
to dispel some myths, discuss the support on offer for students and
provide information about how to stay safe and aware. It was well
attended and great fun, as always!  
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Our Year 8 rugby students had an incredible time on their Rugby Tour
in Wales over the weekend of 31st March - 2nd April.

The weekend included fixtures against local rugby clubs, a tour of
Cardiff Arms Park rugby stadium, along with coaching sessions there,
watching Cardiff vs Sale Sharks game and much much more! Find out
more on our PE Twitter page @BethsGspe

YEAR 8 RUGBY TOUR
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This term we held a range of inter-house competitions including
sporting events, MFL spelling Bee, School Production and much much
more. Well done to everyone on their hard work this year, and
congratulations to the the current leaders Wickham!

HOUSE POINTS UPDATE
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In the Christian calendar we are still in the season of Lent. Lent runs for
40 days and is a time of preparation for Easter. Lent is a time of self-
reflection and traditionally a time for “giving things up” and includes
things like fasting which has similarities to what Muslims do in the
month of Ramadan that is now underway. For Christians this coming
Sunday is Palm Sunday when we celebrate Jesus triumphant arrival in
Jerusalem riding on a donkey. On Maundy Thursday we remember the
last Passover meal that Jesus had with his friends and how he washed
his disciples feet demonstrating how we should serve and support one
another with sacrificial love. Then on Good Friday or Holy Friday we
remember that Jesus died a most cruel death by being nailed to a
cross, and on the third day – Easter Sunday – we celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus – the empty tomb, Jesus body could not be
found, and the belief of the church that death could not hold him, and
Jesus was alive. For Christian people Easter is a time for celebrating
the triumph of life over death, and for remembering that even in the
darkest of times, there is always hope for a brighter future.

 

EASTER SERVICE

On the last week of
term 
Rev Trevor Wyatt, a
Vicar of Christ
Church
Bexleyheath led our
Easter Services. Rev
Trevor gave an
insightful and
delightful service
which you can read
below. 
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At the heart of Christian faith, these two things – death and new life –
are held together in a creative tension and it speaks of a deeper truth
that helps us flourish as human beings. Jane Fonda famously said in
her exercise videos “No pain, no gain.”Wilfred Bion, a British
psychoanalyst of the late 1960’s, thought a lot about how we grow our
minds by learning through hard and difficult and painful experiences.
He thought of this process as developing mental muscle. We grow and
develop by engaging with the struggle. Whether it’s doing that that
Maths homework that we dread, or pushing ourselves and achieving a
level of fitness so that we can excel in our favourite sport. No pain, no
gain. Unfortunately there is no short cut to resurrection and new life.
We have to go through the cross and through the struggle.

At this time of year in Spring, people of other religions also have their
own traditions and celebrations that revolve around some of the
themes that Christians remember at Easter.

In Hinduism, there is a festival called Holi, which celebrates the arrival
of spring and the victory of good over evil. During this holiday, people
throw coloured powders and water at each other, and they celebrate
with feasting and dancing.

For Muslims we are now in Ramadan. During the entire month of
Ramadan, Muslims fast every day from dawn to sunset. It is a time of
spiritual discipline — contemplating one's relationship with God. The
festival of Eid al-Fitr (It Al Fitter) marks the end of Ramadan, the
Festival of the Breaking of the Fast, which is celebrated with prayer,
feasting, and the exchange of gifts. It is a time for giving thanks for the
blessings of life, and for reflecting on the importance of community
and compassion.

 

EASTER SERVICE
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In Sikhism, there is a holiday known as Vaisakhi, (Versaaki) which
celebrates the founding of the Khalsa, a Sikh warrior community.
During this holiday, people gather to celebrate with music, dancing,
and feasting. It is a time for reflecting on the importance of courage,
sacrifice, and community.What do all of these different traditions have
in common? They all celebrate the arrival of spring and the rebirth of
life after a period of darkness. They remind us that even in the darkest
of times, there is always hope for renewal and growth. We are in much
need of renewal and hope and new beginnings in our world today. 

So as we think about Easter, let us remember other ways in which
people of many other faiths remember that even in the darkest of
times, there is always hope for renewal and growth. For Christians it is
a time for celebrating the triumph of life over death, and for
remembering that even in the darkest of times, there is always hope
for a brighter future and new beginnings. Our world is crying out for
new hope, new life, new beginnings and there’s a role for each and
every one of us here this morning to make a difference ourselves and
make a better world. Amen. 

Rev Trevor Wyatt
Vicar of Christ Church Bexleyheath

March 2023

 

EASTER SERVICE
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BASKETBALL FUNDRAISER
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BETHS 5K FUN RUN/ WALK

We are excited to invite you to join us for a Beths Grammar School
Family 5k Fun Run & Walk. This will be taking place at 10:00am on
Saturday 17th June 2023 at Hall Place & Gardens, Bourne Road, Bexley,
Kent, DA5 1PQ. 
 
All donations for participating, spectating or supporting are welcome,
with all donations going towards the new basketball scoreboard in
the sports hall, which is in memory of year 10 student Osaivbie who
passed away in October of last year.  
 
This is a great opportunity for you to support a meaningful cause and
come along and join the Beths community to get outdoors and
exercise on (hopefully!) a sunny Saturday morning. So please sign up
and donate to support this event!  
 
We welcome everyone whether you are a student, parent, or friend to
join us in this event. You can run or walk at your own pace and enjoy
the beautiful scenery of Hall Place & Gardens. To get a good idea of
how many will be joining us, please could you register your group
using the following link https://forms.office.com/e/EGy1wzyg6i  
 
There are many benefits of doing a fun run , such as: 
- Reigniting your passion for running 
- Lowering your blood pressure 
- Improving your mood 
- Boosting your immune system 
- Raising money for our great causes to support your childs'
experiences 
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So, what are you waiting for? Sign up and get the date in your diaries! 
 
To register for the event, please fill out this
form: https://forms.office.com/e/EGy1wzyg6i  
  
To donate for event please use this link: http://basketball.bethspa.co.uk  
 
If you have any questions, please contact us at 
mrwebb@beths.bexley.sch.uk  
 
We look forward to seeing you on Saturday 17th June 2023 at 10:00am!
Please feel free to arrive from 09.30am onwards to warm up! 
  
Yours sincerely, 
Mr Webb  




 

BETHS 5K FUN RUN/ WALK
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COMPUTING NEWSLETTER
Congratulations to Beths computing society who have created a
newsletter with all things technology and computing. The 1st edition of
the newsletter is available here https://www.beths.bexley.sch.uk/page/?
title=CS+Uncovered%2D+Computing+newsletter&pid=413
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INCLUSIVE ZUMBA BEXLEY
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SPORTS FIXTURES AND RESULTS 

Results for week commencing 24th March 2023

*Please note that some matches may be cancelled/postponed and
therefore we ask you to keep an eye on the SOCS website.
Beths Grammar School | Sports Home (bethssport.co.uk)

http://bethssport.co.uk/


CLUBS AND EXTRA
 CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

KS3 Clubs

KS4 Clubs

We have a range of clubs and extra curricular activities running for all year
groups. For a full timetable of clubs and club information please head to
our website https://www.beths.bexley.sch.uk/page/?
title=Extra+Curricular+Activities&pid=50
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CLUBS AND EXTRA
 CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

KS5 Clubs
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KEEPING YOUR CHILD
 SAFE ONLINE
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BETHS GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 

HARTFORD ROAD

BEXLEY

KENT

DA5 1NE

Email Address: admin@beths.bexley.sch.uk

Email Address (to be used for items/concerns of a more
'sensitive' nature):  HeadsPA@beths.bexley.sch.uk  

Telephone Number: 01322 556538
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