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DO practise the easy things
· There may be lots of questions on an exam paper testing topics you understand well. It’s important to get lots of practice at these questions and minimise the risk of making silly mistakes and losing unnecessary marks.

DO break down longer questions when revising
· When practising longer problems it may be a good idea to ignore the question for a minute or two and simply work out everything you can from the information presented.
· For example, write down all the angles you can work out on a diagram and then look at the question to see what it’s asking for. Very often you’ll find that you’ve already found the answer, or you may be just one step away from it.

DO get to know your calculator
· Two of the three GCSE Maths papers expect you to be able to use a calculator effectively and efficiently.
· Practise using the trig functions and carrying out longer calculations using brackets etc.
· Know how to set the mode of your calculator so you calculate and get answers in the format you expect.

DO lots of practice. Then do some more. And then practise some more
· There’s very little in maths that you can learn from reading. You need to get on and do some questions.
· This might be past papers or groups of questions on a topic you know you need to work on, or material you can find online. Just do lots of maths!
· Go back over papers you’ve already done and have another go. You’ll see yourself improving and build your confidence.

DO make sure you read the question properly… then read it again
· We see lots of examples every year where students have done some accurate work, but haven’t answered the question asked.
· If an answer is asked for in particular units, give your response in those units, otherwise you’ll lose out on marks.
· Similarly, if an answer must be to a number of decimal places or significant figures, make sure you give the answer in the requested format. Again, you’ll lose out on marks if you don’t.

DO show your working. Well-structured answers with the odd word of explanation will help you answer questions
· It’ll make it easier for you to follow your working and make the right choice for the next step in your answer.
· Showing your working shows the examiner you’ve understood the task and explains your thought process.
· Using the appropriate processes to answer the question could still earn you marks, even if you get the final answer wrong.

DO keep going right to the end of a paper
· You’ll be able to pick up lots of marks for partly answering questions, even if you can’t get to the end.
· Try to do something on every question – both in the exam and when you’re revising.

DON’T answer questions in a haphazard fashion or get lost in your own working
· Last summer, on the some of the longer questions of the non-calculator paper, students’ answers weren’t always easy for examiners to follow.
· Make sure your working follows a logical progression. If you can’t follow your working, the examiner will also probably struggle, which could cost you marks if your final answer isn’t correct.

DON’T assume the answer your calculator gives is always correct
· You can still make mistakes on a calculator. It’s easy to make slips, so always think whether the answer you have makes sense.

