
Where Sociology study can take you:
Careers in Sociology 





Considering the importance of Sociology 
related careers 

• Sociology provides prospective on the world and human 
interactions. 

• It can give you better understanding of humankind, a broad 
skillset

• Experience with coping with change in society
• It is also a good complementary subject, and can be paired with 

subjects such as Law, Economics, Politics, History, English 



What do I need to do A Level Sociology 

• Requirements to access Sixth Form at Beths

• A minimum of seven full GCSE courses at grades 9-4, which must 
include English and Mathematics (at grade 5 or above) and an 
average grade six across your seven best subjects

• Requirements to study Sociology at A Level
• - In addition to the above, you will need at least a GCSE grade 6 in 

Sociology or a 6 in English if Sociology not studied



Working in Sociology 

• A few examples

• What can I do with a sociology degree? | Prospects.ac.uk

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/sociology










Sociology as a degree –What would you 
study?

• Studying sociology opens doors to a 
fascinating exploration of the world we live in. 
You’ll learn the tools to understand how 
societies tick, unravelling the mysteries of 
human behaviour, and diving into the diverse 
world of cultures and communities.

• Sociology isn’t just about books and theories –
it will also open up a world of possibilities for 
your future career. You could end up in roles 
where you can make a real impact; shaping 
policies, carrying out social research, 
contributing to community development, or 
even championing causes that matter to you 
are all realistic career paths.

• Sociology is a route to understanding people 
and making a positive mark on the world. So, if 
you're looking for a subject that combines 
curiosity, empathy, and the potential to make a 
difference, sociology is a great choice to a 
fulfilling career.

• What you could study
• Urban sociology
• Individuals and society
• Applied ethics
• Nature and society
• Media and crime
• Mobilisation, social movements, 

and protest



Sociology as a degree – Skills and 
recommendations 

• Hard skills you'll develop
• Statistical analysis
• Qualitative research techniques
• Data interpretation
• Interviewing techniques

• Soft skills you'll develop
• Active listening
• Cultural competence
• Problem-solving
• Writing and presentation skills



Sociology as a degree –Where can it take 
you?



Sociology as a degree –Average entry 
requirements   



Top universities for Sociology 

• Sociology Rankings 2026

https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings/sociology
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings/sociology


Sociology as a degree – Career options 



Working in Sociology 

• Typical careers paths 
• Social research for public, private and third sector organisations, 

involving conducting interviews, focus groups, documentary research 
and statistical analysis;

• Public policy work in local, national and even international 
governmental organisations, involving policy research and drafting;

• Education, including teaching at all levels (via a PGCE) as well as 
support and administrative roles in universities;

• Writing for media organisations, marketing firms, publishers and 
associated editing roles.
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Sociology : Advice worker  

• Advice workers provide free, impartial and confidential advice to clients on a range of issues, 
such as debt, employment and housing 

• Some positions, particularly those in the voluntary sector, are only available on temporary 
contracts due to short-term funding.

• Jobs are available in most towns and cities, but rarely in rural areas.
• The job can be challenging as you're often working with clients in crisis, who may be anxious, 

upset and angry. It can also be rewarding though, when you can find a way to resolve their 
issues.

• Salary
• Starting salaries for trainee advice workers are typically between £23,000 and £25,000, 

potentially rising to £29,000 with experience and a full caseload.
• Experienced or senior advice workers earn in the region of £28,000 to £36,000.
• Strategic advice roles requiring leadership, such as head of communications, can earn up to 

around £59,000.



Sociology : Higher Education Lecturer 

• Higher education (HE) lecturers teach academic or vocational subjects to undergraduate and 
postgraduate students aged 18 and over

• You'll typically split your time between teaching contact, administrative tasks and your own 
research activities. The amount of time devoted to each activity varies between institutions 
and specialties, and in some roles you may only be required to teach, while in others you'll 
undertake varying amounts of both teaching and research.

• Depending on your subject area, you may work in lecture theatres, classrooms, studios, 
laboratories, hospital wards or outdoors (if your activities include field work).

• Salary
• Salaries for higher education (HE) lecturers typically range from around £35,000 to £50,000, 

depending on the university and your experience.
• At senior lecturer level, you'll typically earn between £40,000 and £60,000, depending on the 

university and your experience.
• Salaries at professorial level can be more than £100,000, depending on your level of 

experience and managerial responsibility.



Sociology : Secondary school teacher 

• As a secondary school teacher, you can teach a subject you love and engage pupils in learning and 
preparing for their future

• You'll teach pupils aged 11 to 16 (or up to 18 if the school has a sixth form). Specialising in a particular 
subject, you'll plan, teach and assess lessons in line with curriculum objectives.

• You'll aim to ensure a healthy culture of learning and will support, observe and record pupils' progress.

• Salary
• New entrants to the profession in England start on the main pay range, which rises incrementally from 

£31,650 to £43,607. Salaries on the upper pay range are between £45,646 and £49,084 (2024/25 
academic year). Enhanced pay scales apply for teachers working in or near London.

• There are opportunities to move up into the role of leading practitioner in England and Wales. In Scotland 
there are opportunities to move into chartered, lead and then principal teacher roles. In Northern Ireland, 
you can move onto the leadership spine. These roles attract higher salaries.

• Salaries for head teachers/principals can rise to in excess of £100,000 depending on a range of factors 
such as the size and type of school, location, your experience and track record, and specialist skills and 
knowledge. For example, headteacher salaries in England can range from £56,316 to £138,265.



Sociology : Social worker

• Social workers play a vital role in giving a voice to those who need it, having a positive impact on an individual and their family's 
wellbeing and quality of life 

• As a social worker, you'll support individuals and their families through difficult times, helping to find solutions to their problems, 
with the aim of improving future outcomes for them. You'll work to ensure that vulnerable people, including children and adults,
are safeguarded from harm and are able to live more independently with the support they need.

• You'll need to maintain professional relationships and act as a guide and advocate. On occasion, you may need to use your 
professional judgment to make tough decisions that might not always be well received by those you're trying to help.

• Working in a variety of settings, which can include schools, hospitals or on the premises of other public sector and voluntary 
organisations, social workers usually specialise in either supporting children and their families or vulnerable adults.

• Salary
• Social worker salaries are determined by individual local authorities, starting at around £33,000 for newly qualified social workers, 

rising to approximately £37,000. In the NHS, you'll typically start on AfC Band 6 with a salary scale of £35,392 to £42,618.
• As a senior social worker, with further responsibilities and experience, you can earn in the region of £39,000 to £45,000 in local 

authorities, and £43,742 to £50,056 on Band 7 in the NHS. Some senior posts such as team manager, commissioning manager 
and head of service can earn more than this.

• Graduates on the Frontline social work programme will earn while studying for a fully funded postgraduate diploma and Masters
degree. You'll receive a tax and NI-exempt bursary of £18,000 (or £20,000 in London) in the first year of the programme. As a newly 
qualified social worker in Year 2 of the programme, you'll earn a salary of between £25,000 and £34,000, depending on the 
location.



Sociology : Counsellor 

• Counsellors help people to identify problems in their lives, allowing them to reflect on what is happening to them and consider 
alternative ways of doing things

• As a counsellor, you'll actively listen to clients, offering them time, empathy and respect to talk about issues and problems, with 
the aim of reducing confusion and increasing their ability to cope with challenges, or to make positive changes to their lives.

• Sessions with clients can cover a range of issues, including divorce or relationship difficulties, illness, bereavement, 
unemployment or job uncertainty, general anxiety.

• Counsellors are impartial and non-judgemental, providing a safe and confidential environment for clients to look at their own 
values and beliefs. You won't give advice but will support clients to explore their behaviour patterns and make their own choices. 
This may involve challenging their beliefs in order to help them see things from a different point of view.

• Salary
• Starting salaries for counsellors can vary considerably but may be in the region of £20,000 to £26,000.
• Experienced counsellors can earn between £30,000 and £40,000. Some lead or specialist counselling roles, such as those in 

addiction, can attract salaries higher than this.
• Counselling jobs in the NHS usually follow the Agenda for change - pay rates. Jobs are often advertised at Band 5 (£28,407 to 

£34,581), Band 6 (£35,392 to £42,618) or Band 7 (£43,742 to £50,056), depending on your qualifications and experience.
• There is no standard scale of fees for private practice work and rates vary considerably. Private practice counsellors typically

charge between £40 and £80 for a 50-minute session, depending on a range of factors, including location and the client's 
circumstances.



Sociologist Careers from the BSA

• Sociologist Careers
• Introduction
• Graduate Entry into Management
• The Civil Service and Local Goverment Services
• The Police
• Voluntary Agencies 
• Research
• Social Work and the 'Caring Professions'
• How do I become a Social Worker?
• What are the practice learning requirements for the Social Work degree?
• Teaching
• Higher Degrees
• Job Search - Useful Links

https://www.britsoc.co.uk/what-is-sociology/sociologist-careers/
https://www.britsoc.co.uk/what-is-sociology/sociologist-careers/
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