
Where can studying politics take you?
Starter: The prime minister has a 
large number of staff supporting 

him. Which different roles can you 
think of?

Speech writer

Campaign Manager

Press secretary

Public Relations 
SpecialistPolicy Advisor

Civil Servant

Diplomat

Minister

Security specialist

Private secretary

Chief of Staff

These are just some ideas of careers linked to studying politics. 
Do you know what each of these job titles means? What might 
be the advantages and disadvantages of each? 
20 Highest-Paying Jobs in Politics, with Salaries

https://www.careeraddict.com/politics-jobs
https://www.careeraddict.com/politics-jobs
https://www.careeraddict.com/politics-jobs


It is just for those who want to be politicians?

Thinking of a career in politics might conjure images 
of podiums, sharp suits, blacked-out limousines, and 
international negotiation. While those images are 
glamorous, the reality of a career in politics is likely 
to be very different. 

Nonetheless, this is a versatile specialism that can 
lead to a number of very rewarding career paths.



Politics A Level at Beths

In order to study A Level Politics at Beths you will need to achieve a 
Grade 6 in English and a humanities subject (except Geography)

We follow Edexcel Politics:
Component 1 – UK Political Participation and Core Political Ideas
Component 2 – UK Government and Non-core Political Ideas
Component 3 - Government and Politics of the USA

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/politics.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/politics.html


Examples of politics degrees:
Political science is an overarching degree that studies the history, position, and role of government through a scientific lens. Leading to a BSc or 
an MSc, this degree course teaches everything from local politics to international relations – students will learn why countries make the choices 
they do and how power is distributed. 

International relations degrees are all about how government and politics apply on a global scale. You’ll explore the relationships between 
countries, looking at diplomacy, foreign policy, global politics, international organisations, trade agreements, sanctions, global conflicts, and 
peacekeeping efforts. This degree usually leads to a BA or MA and is perfect for anyone interested in understanding the complexities of global 
politics and how nations interact.

Comparative politics is all about comparing the different political systems around the world. You’ll explore how governments in various 
countries operate, and what makes them successful (or not). Whether it’s democracies, authoritarian regimes, political parties, or monarchies, 
this degree digs into how cultural, historical, and economic factors influence political systems. Leading to a BSc or BA, depending on modules 
taken, this degree will give you the ideal foundation for a career in diplomacy or international relations.

Political economics degrees teach how politics and economics intersect. You’ll look at topics such as global trade, fiscal policies, and the 
relationship between markets and governance. It’s the ideal foundation for a career in government advisory practice, international trade, 
or economic policy. This degree usually leads to a BSc or an MSc due to its maths and finance modules. However, you can explore BA options if 
you’d prefer a more theoretical approach. You would then focus on political theory, psychology, and economic history modules.

Philosophy, politics, and economics (PPE) - A favourite degree choice of UK prime ministers, PPE is a multidisciplinary programme that 
combines the three major fields of philosophy, politics, and economics. Leading to a BSc, you’ll explore ethical questions, political systems, 
social research, and economic theories, learning how they influence each other and affect real-world issues. It's a fantastic degree if you're 
interested in leadership, public policy, policy-making, or working in a variety of sectors such as government, business, or international 
organisations.

https://jobs.theguardian.com/jobs/economic-development/
https://jobs.theguardian.com/jobs/economist/
https://jobs.theguardian.com/jobs/finance-and-accounting/
https://jobs.theguardian.com/jobs/psychology/
https://jobs.theguardian.com/jobs/policy/
https://jobs.theguardian.com/jobs/policy/
https://jobs.theguardian.com/jobs/policy/


What is the Civil Service?

The Civil Service serves the government of the day and supports them to develop and implement its 
policies as effectively as possible. The Civil Service provides services directly to people all over the 
country, including paying benefits and pensions, running employment services, running prisons. 
There are also staff working on policy development and implementation, including analysts, project 
managers, lawyers and economists. The Civil Service is politically impartial.

In the UK roughly 500,000 people work in the Civil Service.

Civil service fast stream

The civil service fast stream is the first step on the career ladder for many politics graduates. With a 
starting salary of approximately £28,000, this is the ideal move for recent graduates who want to try 
lots of different business areas before committing to a specialism.

Fast Stream | Civil Service Careers

https://www.civil-service-careers.gov.uk/fast-stream/


Jobs directly related to a politics degree:

• Civil Service Fast Streamer

• Government social research officer

• Policy officer

• Political risk analyst

• Politician's assistant

• Public affairs consultant

• Social researcher

• Trade union research officer

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/civil-service-fast-streamer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/civil-service-fast-streamer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/government-social-research-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/government-social-research-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/policy-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/policy-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/political-risk-analyst
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/political-risk-analyst
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/politicians-assistant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/politicians-assistant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/public-affairs-consultant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/public-affairs-consultant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/social-researcher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/social-researcher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/trade-union-research-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/trade-union-research-officer


Jobs where a Politics degree would be useful:

• Jobs where your degree would be useful include:

• Academic researcher

• Advice worker

• Business development manager

• Charity officer

• Diplomatic service officer

• Forensic accountant

• Local government officer

• Market researcher

• Marketing executive

• Newspaper journalist

• Public relations officer

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/academic-researcher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/academic-researcher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/advice-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/advice-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/business-development-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/business-development-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/charity-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/charity-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/diplomatic-service-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/diplomatic-service-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/forensic-accountant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/forensic-accountant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/local-government-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/local-government-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/market-researcher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/market-researcher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/marketing-executive
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/marketing-executive
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/newspaper-journalist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/newspaper-journalist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/public-relations-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/public-relations-officer


Further Unifrog links for careers linked to 
politics

Activist : careers library

Broadcast journalist : careers library

Government minister : careers library

Lobbyist : careers library

Permanent secretary : careers library

Political campaign manager : careers library

Political scientist : careers library

Security Service officer : careers library

https://www.unifrog.org/student/careers/school-subjects/freelance-activist
https://www.unifrog.org/student/careers/school-subjects/broadcast-journalist
https://www.unifrog.org/student/careers/school-subjects/government-minister
https://www.unifrog.org/student/careers/school-subjects/lobbyist
https://www.unifrog.org/student/careers/school-subjects/permanent-secretary
https://www.unifrog.org/student/careers/school-subjects/political-campaign-manager
https://www.unifrog.org/student/careers/school-subjects/political-scientist
https://www.unifrog.org/student/careers/school-subjects/security-service-personnel


Examples of Job Opportunities

• w4mp | The site for everyone working for an MP
• Search for careers in local government | LG Jobs
• About the Programme - HM Treasury Careers
• Impact: The Local Government Graduate Programme for 

candidates | Local Government Association

https://www.w4mpjobs.org/
https://www.w4mpjobs.org/
https://www.lgjobs.com/
https://www.lgjobs.com/
https://www.hmtreasurycareers.co.uk/graduate-programme/about-the-programme/
https://www.hmtreasurycareers.co.uk/graduate-programme/about-the-programme/
https://www.hmtreasurycareers.co.uk/graduate-programme/about-the-programme/
https://www.hmtreasurycareers.co.uk/graduate-programme/about-the-programme/
https://www.local.gov.uk/impact-local-government-graduate-programme-candidates
https://www.local.gov.uk/impact-local-government-graduate-programme-candidates
https://www.local.gov.uk/impact-local-government-graduate-programme-candidates
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