
MFL Careers
Languages can open pathways to many 
job opportunities globally

Which Careers Can You Pursue with a MFL Degree? | OSA

11 popular choices for jobs and careers in languages | Indeed.com UK

https://www.oxfordscholastica.com/blog/career-preparation-articles/which-careers-can-you-pursue-with-a-modern-foreign-languages-degree/
https://uk.indeed.com/career-advice/finding-a-job/jobs-in-language


Speaking several languages will 
make a candidate STAND OUT

As our world becomes more 
interconnected and globalised…

And MFL allows you to expand 
your future job pathway GLOBALLY



Why is it important to study languages?



Deficient language skills 
and the assumption that 

"everyone speaks English" 
are costing the UK economy 

around £48bn a year

Despite most companies highly 
rating language skills, many 

find it "almost impossible" to 
find bilingual UK employees. 

For jobs that require fluency in 
another language, companies often have 

to pay to fly people into London from 
abroad on secondment, at great cost to 

the company that they wish to avoid

Only 2% of UK companies 
were "very satisfied" 

with the foreign-language 
skills of graduates



Combine a language with your chosen degree course
(make your degree title pop and stand out from those who do not have a language)

Economics + language (international companies)

Business + language (international companies)

Law + language (international law firms)

Politics + language (international oganisations, i.e. EU, UN, NGOs, etc)

International relations (international companies/organisations)

Many more…

Learn a language from scratch  
(prior language experience = any language at GCSE grade 4 only)

How can I learn/continue learning a 
language at university?





Feedback from Survey on Using a 2nd Language from Beths
students

‘Coped with a broken-down car in the middle of 

France.’

‘I can translate from Arabic to English in shows I 

want to watch.’

‘When I was in Spain, I asked a waiter how they 

were in Spanish.’

‘A user commented on a social media post in 

German and I understood it.’

‘Telling my grandparents that their food is tasty.’

‘I tricked my friend into saying something that they 
didn’t understand.’



Diplomats work for the government overseas, 
promoting the country’s policies internationally.. 
When negotiating agreements globally in trade, 
security and human rights, language skills are 
vital for a diplomat to maintain positive 
relationships with other countries.

To work in the Foreign Office or Commonwealth, 
and represent our country in the United Nations, 
communication in languages is VITAL

Work for the

GOVERNMENT

How to get a job in the foreign service - King's

Diplomatic Service officer | Explore Careers | National Careers Service

Average salary (a year) 

£35,000 Starter  to +£50,000 Experienced + other benefits

Typical hours (a week) - 37 to 40 a week

https://online.kcl.ac.uk/blog/how-to-get-a-job-in-the-foreign-service
https://online.kcl.ac.uk/blog/how-to-get-a-job-in-the-foreign-service
https://online.kcl.ac.uk/blog/how-to-get-a-job-in-the-foreign-service
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/diplomatic-service-officer


Work in

LAW
Whether your passion lies in global 
corporate law, or advocating for others as a 
human rights lawyer, languages are crucial 
to the legal system, to express views in 
court, interact with clients and much more.

Law is a job based on understanding and 
supporting people or organisations, making 
languages a vital tool for communication.

Law and Language — Birkbeck, University of London

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/judge

Average salary (a year)

* Barrister £21,000 Starter - £200,000 
Experienced
Typical hours (a week) - 40 to 48a week

* Judge £101,000 Starter - £295,000Experienced

Typical hours (a week) - 37 to 42 hours

http://ow.ly/Yr5c50Lfjkr?trk=public_post-text

https://www.bbk.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/law-and-language
https://www.bbk.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/law-and-language
https://www.bbk.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/law-and-language
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/judge
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/judge
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/judge
http://ow.ly/Yr5c50Lfjkr?trk=public_post-text
http://ow.ly/Yr5c50Lfjkr?trk=public_post-text
http://ow.ly/Yr5c50Lfjkr?trk=public_post-text


Working as a Foreign language 
intelligence analyst, languages open a 
pathway to work for security 
intelligence hubs like MI5. 
Your skill in languages will enable you 
to assess intelligence data to protect 
UK security and foster economic 
prosperity. This can tie into jobs in 
cybercrime, drug trafficking intelligence 
and counter terrorism. 

Work for MI5Languages | MI5 - The Security Service

Language Specialists | SIS

Links

https://www.mi5.gov.uk/careers/opportunities/languages
https://www.mi5.gov.uk/careers/opportunities/languages
https://www.mi5.gov.uk/careers/opportunities/languages
https://www.sis.gov.uk/careers/language-specialists


Work in

ENTERTAINEMENT
Another language can provide opportunities 
in many more entertainment jobs, behind or 
in front of the camera. 
An actor can have access to more work 
opportunities and international appeal.
Behind the big screen, languages enable 
you to work as a dubbing artist, bringing 
any character to life, in any language 
possible!

Famous polyglots: Five stars who've worked in more than one language - BBC Bitesize

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z47w239
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z47w239
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z47w239


The ability to speak a foreign language is 
an invaluable asset for journalists, proving 
them to have a competitive edge. 
Journalists can travel the world,  
interviewing or writing news reports that 
the public receive. Languages enhance 
multi-cultural communication between a 
journalist and their story, allowing us to 
learn what’s happening globally

Work in

JOURNALISM 

https://uk.indeed.com/career/journalist/salaries

National average salary: £31,215 per year - Link

https://uk.indeed.com/career/journalist/salaries
https://uk.indeed.com/career/journalist/salaries?cgtk=95317e36-cab3-4f07-a564-f11fd05e7312&from=careeradvice-GB
https://uk.indeed.com/career/journalist/salaries?cgtk=95317e36-cab3-4f07-a564-f11fd05e7312&from=careeradvice-GB
https://uk.indeed.com/career/journalist/salaries?cgtk=95317e36-cab3-4f07-a564-f11fd05e7312&from=careeradvice-GB


Work as a

MARKETING 
EXECUTIVE

Through the strong communication, 
interpersonal, creative and organisational 
skills languages can allow you to 
develop, you can work as a Marketing 
Executive, planning campaigns and 
promoting products to global audiences.

Why should you learn another language?

5 Reasons Why CEOs Support Investing in Language Training | Learnlight

https://www.theceomagazine.com/business/management-leadership/should-business-leaders-be-multilingual/
https://www.learnlight.com/en/articles/investing-in-language-training/#:~:text=In%20addition%20to%20staving%20off,higher%20levels%20of%20employee%20performance.
https://www.learnlight.com/en/articles/investing-in-language-training/#:~:text=In%20addition%20to%20staving%20off,higher%20levels%20of%20employee%20performance.


Pilot or flight attendants travel around the 
world and are paid for it! Languages allow 
them to communicate to their diverse 
passenger base, and enhance customer 
experience and safety, whilst also have the 
opportunity to enjoy travelling in a foreign 
city they can communicate to native 
speakers in.

Work in

FLIGHT 
SERVICES 



Work as an

INTERPRETER
With languages at the heart of this job, 
interpreters use their language skills to 
break communication barriers between 
people. This job can be in different 
settings, from conferences for 
international organisations, business 
interpreters or public service 
interpreters, such as working within the 
criminal justice system, translating and 
allowing people to have a voice.
This job can be worked alongside any 
other professional career

National average starting salary: £26,824 per year

https://uk.indeed.com/career/interpreter/salaries?cgtk=72a4c7fd-fdd3-4b7a-a351-158f81d1bf2d&from=careeradvice-GB


Work as a

Modern Foreign Language Teacher
Working as language teacher is a 
popular career choice which offers 
plenty of variety. You could work;
• Overseas,
• Private tutor (in person or online),
• College – University Lecturer
• EAL Coordinator

You could build your career and 
stepping up to new challenges 

National Initial average salary: £32,939 per year

https://www.btsa.uk/internship-scheme/

https://uk.indeed.com/career/teacher/salaries?cgtk=72a4c7fd-fdd3-4b7a-a351-158f81d1bf2d&from=careeradvice-GB
https://www.btsa.uk/internship-scheme/
https://www.btsa.uk/internship-scheme/
https://www.btsa.uk/internship-scheme/


Successful stories…
"Be keen, be eager, explore different things, push 

yourself, but also don't be afraid to set boundaries 

and take things one step at a time." Trainee 

Emmanuel Goriola has been with us since 2021… | 

Clifford ChanceModern Languages Jonathan.mov

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/clifford-chance-llp_the-real-contract-emmanuel-goriola-activity-6991414127244042240-y0MA?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/clifford-chance-llp_the-real-contract-emmanuel-goriola-activity-6991414127244042240-y0MA?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/clifford-chance-llp_the-real-contract-emmanuel-goriola-activity-6991414127244042240-y0MA?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/clifford-chance-llp_the-real-contract-emmanuel-goriola-activity-6991414127244042240-y0MA?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/clifford-chance-llp_the-real-contract-emmanuel-goriola-activity-6991414127244042240-y0MA?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios
https://bethsgrammarschool.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/MFL412/ESnZMeweeYlKhFan-ihk8I8Bd_2jdmqbyniy66CXkJ2bTQ?e=FuTbla&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%3D


Some important links to visit
https://www.careers.cam.ac.uk/sectors-public-sector

Languages | MI5 - The Security Service

Language Specialists | SIS

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/judge

Law and Language — Birkbeck, University of London

Which Careers Can You Pursue with a MFL Degree? | OSA

Diplomatic Service officer | Explore Careers | National Careers Service

How to get a job in the foreign service - King's

https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/series-working-in

https://www.careers.cam.ac.uk/sectors-public-sector
https://www.careers.cam.ac.uk/sectors-public-sector
https://www.careers.cam.ac.uk/sectors-public-sector
https://www.careers.cam.ac.uk/sectors-public-sector
https://www.careers.cam.ac.uk/sectors-public-sector
https://www.mi5.gov.uk/careers/opportunities/languages
https://www.mi5.gov.uk/careers/opportunities/languages
https://www.mi5.gov.uk/careers/opportunities/languages
https://www.sis.gov.uk/careers/language-specialists
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/judge
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/judge
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/judge
https://www.bbk.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/law-and-language
https://www.bbk.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/law-and-language
https://www.bbk.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/law-and-language
https://www.oxfordscholastica.com/blog/career-preparation-articles/which-careers-can-you-pursue-with-a-modern-foreign-languages-degree/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/diplomatic-service-officer
https://online.kcl.ac.uk/blog/how-to-get-a-job-in-the-foreign-service
https://online.kcl.ac.uk/blog/how-to-get-a-job-in-the-foreign-service
https://online.kcl.ac.uk/blog/how-to-get-a-job-in-the-foreign-service
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/series-working-in
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/series-working-in
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/series-working-in
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/series-working-in
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/series-working-in


There are over 200 languages 

(constructed languages) made 

for famous stories, like Elvish 

in LOTR or Klingon for Star 

Trek

Off the Spanish coast, 

the “La Gomera” 

language consists of 

only whistles 

Over 300 
languages are 

spoken in 
London

In Europe, most 
languages are either 
romance (descended 
from Latin), Germanic, 
or Slavic, but English is 

a mix of the three

Sumerian is the first written 
language,  created for 

administrative purposes in 
Uruk in 3200 BC

Languages – Fun 

Facts
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