
Mrs A O’Donnell (Headteacher) 

Mr R McBeth (Senior Teacher) 

Mrs S Dawson (Head of Year 11) 

Welcome to the Year 11 
Information Evening 

for Parents, Carers and 
Students 



Objectives 
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Goals

▪Overview of year 11 – Key dates to remember 
▪Trial Exam information 
▪Advice on Extended Study
▪Support with revision techniques
▪What additional resources are available?  

Where to find them? How best to use them? 
▪Post-16 options and Sixth Form at Beths 
▪Careers update 

mrmcbeth@beths.bexley.sch.uk



Key Dates and 
Milestones (Yr11) 
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16th September 2026 – Year 11 Information Evening 

12th – 16th October 2026 – Year 11 Work Experience Week 

2nd November 2026 – MFL mock speaking exams begin 

11th November 2026 – Sixth Form Information Evening for internal students 

16th – 25th November 2026 – Year 11 Trial Exams begin (2 weeks) 

11th December 2026 – Year 11 reports sent to parents 

14th January 2027 – Parents Evening

29th January 2027 – Closing date for sixth form applications to Beths 

1st February 2027 – Year 11 second set of Trial Exams (Core)

19th March 2027 – Year 11 reports to parents 

22nd April 2027 – MFL Public speaking exams begin 

10th May – 25th June 2027 – Official start of GCSE Public Exams 

30th June – 2nd July 2027 – Sixth Form Induction Days 

Thursday 26th August 2027 – GCSE Results day and Sixth Form Enrolment 



Academic Expectations  
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All boys should aim to 
achieve grades 7-9 in ALL 

of their subjects

Beths Gold Standard 



Reports  
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November 2026  Trial Exams 
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Students will sit formal trial exams across all GCSE subjects.

Students will be off timetable and all exams will take place in the School 
Sports Hall under strict exam conditions.  

Exam grades will be issued to parents in December 2025 

There will be no study leave and students will be in school undertaking exams or 
attending normal lessons.  

A formal timetable will be sent to parents/carers 3 weeks before the first 
exam.  



Three types of “work”  
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Exam Success 
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• 1. Study Sensei (October) 

–Working consistently, note taking, 
conceptual learning skills, standing 
out on assessment

• 2. Ace Your Exams (January)

– Effective work, fixing mistakes, 
allocation of time, exam room 
techniques

• 3. Time Management (March) 

– Study routine, working smart, 
study groups, procrastination 
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Audit your strengths and 
areas for improvement 
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• Which subjects are you doing well in? 
• Which subjects are you underperforming in? 
• Where do you need to focus your efforts on? 
• English and Maths are essential (future employment) 
• Don’t run away from the tricky subjects – allocate more 

time to these subjects. 
• Don’t be too self-critical.  Just be honest. 
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Worked example 
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75

%
7

• Algebra
• Ratios
• Quadratic equations 

1. Complete a past paper each week 
from physics and maths tutor

2. Attend a revision class
3. Watch a YouTube video on Quadratic 

equations – do practice questions 

• Attended after 
school revision 
class on 
Wednesday 

• Watched video 
and made 
notes 

• Completed and 
self marked a 
past paper 
(scored 80%)

Should be 
at least 

an 8
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“Proactive study” – Effective Revision

Create and 
gather 

together the 
revision 
material 

Complete Past 
Paper 

question WITH 
your revision 

material 
(Open book)

Complete Past 
Paper 

question 
WITHOUT 

your revision 
material

Complete Past 
Paper question 
UNDER EXAM 
CONDITIONS

Text books, 
revision guides, 

websites 

Analyse the 
paper – WWW, 

areas for 
improvement? 

Analyse the 
paper – more t 

revision on those 
final areas

Mark against the mark scheme – use 
the language of the examiner 



Using mark schemes 
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School days left 
before Trial Exams 

Start



Survival Guide  
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• Advice to parents on how to support your 
child with their GCSE studies.  

• Advice on how best to prepare for trial 
exams and public exams. 

• Revision strategies and techniques. 

• Expectations on homework and academic 
performance. 

• Links to exam specifications 

• Links to past papers 

• Assessment and subject content advice for 
each GCSE subject. 
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Sixth Form Entry 

• Entry to the sixth form at Beths 
Grammar School is based on 
academic outcomes at the end of 
GCSE. 

• Students need an average point 
score of 6.0 AND a Grade 5 in English 
Language and Mathematics. 

• All subjects have individual entry 
requirements. 

• Grade 7 is the “safe grade” to keep 
options open. 



Student A 
Average point score of 8.9

English 8 and Maths 9 
Wants to study Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry and Further 

Mathematics 

Student B 
Average point score of 7.3

English 7 and Maths 6 
Wants to study Mathematics, Geography, Business 

Student C 
Average point score of 6.0

English 5 and Maths 5, Chemistry 6 and Physics 6 
Wants to study Mathematics, Physics, and Geology 

A- A*

B

C - D





T - Levels 
T Levels
•Two year qualification
•Distinction* is worth the same as three A* at A 
level
•80% study and 20% work (45 day industry 
placement).
•Agriculture, Environmental and animal care, 
Business, Construction, Digital, Engineering, 
Education, Health, Science, Legal, Finance.

Over 150 higher education providers 

have confirmed that they will consider T Levels

onto entry onto at least one course. 



BTEC
• Are work-related qualifications that combine practice 

learning with theory.

• They are a good alternative to A levels if you want less 
classroom-based learning.

• You can take BTECS alongside other qualifications like 
A-Levels

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma = Three A-Levels

BTEC Level 3 Diploma = Two A levels

BTEC Level 3 Certificate = One A-Level



Apprenticeships
• Available post-16 as well as post-18
• 80% work and 20% study
• Application process through the employer – like finding a 

job
• Earn while you learn!
• Hands-on training and the chance to practice skills
• Networking opportunities, professional development and 

potential future employment
• Apprentices work towards a qualification 
• Apprenticeships are available at multiple levels
• Competitive: they are not an easy option!
Advanced Apprenticeships give you UCAS points for 
application to university, or can lead to Higher or Degree 
apprenticeships

Type of 
Apprenticeship

Level Equivalent 
Educational 
Level

Intermediate 2 GCSE

Advanced 3 A Level

Higher 4,5,6 &7 Foundation 
degree and 
above

Degree 6 &7 Bachelor’s or 
Master’s 
degree



After GCSEs
• Many of you will be planning to come back to Beths for Sixth Form.

• Beths point score average which will enable you to return to Beths and specific 
subject requirements 

• No limit on the number of post-16 provisions you can apply to

• Don't just apply to other Grammar Schools – look at local schools and colleges 
who have lower entry requirements

September – book onto open days and schools and colleges local to you with 
lower entry requirements

October – visit, ask questions and decide what courses to apply for

January – deadline to apply. 

Have a Plan B now so that you can concentrate on your exams!



Thank
you
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